STATEMENT OF AARON MICHAEL HOWARD

AUGUST 5, 2008

I have been incarcerated for a very long time for something I did not do.  I did not kill Bobby Parker in 1988, nor was I involved in his murder in any way.  I am innocent.
I want to thank the two government officials who knew the most about my case, Assistant United States Attorney Tony Quinn and MPD Detective Jim Trainum, for recognizing this.  They acted bravely by coming to acknowledge my innocence and by staying true to their convictions.  Mr. Quinn’s decision to withdraw from my case in open court because he felt he could not, in good conscience, defend the jury’s erroneous verdict was a genuine act of courage.  

I am the victim of a wrongful conviction, but I fully recognize that Bobby Parker was also a victim:  he lost his life.  While I was not responsible for his death, I can only imagine how much pain it caused his family.  I extend my deepest sympathies to them.  
The agreement I have reached with the government to resolve my case is not perfect.  It is not perfect because, although it allows me to maintain my innocence, it requires me to accept a conviction for a crime I did not commit.  That is not something I have done lightly, especially with all the evidence of my innocence that now exists.  But I feel like I have little choice, because after 20 years in prison, the agreement gives me my freedom immediately.  I have a wife.  I have children.  I have a family.  I want to be with them now, and they want to be with me now.  They have been doing time for me for all the years I’ve been locked up.  I need it to end for them, as well as for me.  The justice system failed me once; it could fail me again.  I cannot take a chance, and I cannot wait any more, not when I am being given the opportunity to begin my life again, with my family, right away.
And that’s what I intend to do – begin my life again right away.  Although I did not deserve to be in prison all these years, I have become wiser, more mature and more compassionate.  I am a better man.  And as a free man, I plan to start giving to my family and to society as soon as possible.

