The Honorable Timothy M. Kaine

Office of the Governor

State Capitol

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Re:
Clemency Petition of Larry Donnell Fowlkes
Dear Governor Kaine,

I am writing to urge you to grant the petition of Larry Donnell Fowlkes for an absolute pardon on grounds of innocence. 
The foreman of the jury that convicted Mr. Fowlkes has written you a letter asking that you grant Mr. Fowlkes relief.  The jury foreman’s letter states that, “[b]ased on the information that is available to me today, I do not believe that Mr. Fowlkes committed the crimes for which he was convicted, and I urge you to grant him an absolute pardon.”
Five former prosecutors, including the former Commonwealth’s Attorney for Richmond, also have written to you in support of Mr. Fowlkes’s clemency petition.  These individuals, following an independent review of the case, concluded that Mr. Fowlkes should be freed.  As stated in their letter:

As former prosecutors, we share with you an acute interest in the proper functioning of the criminal justice system in Virginia.  When a crime occurs, the actual perpetrators must be punished.  Equally important, when a wrongful conviction occurs, relief must be dispensed.  Every time a crime occurs and the justice system convicts the wrong person, the truly guilty person remains at large, free to inflict more damage on the community.  We believe that acknowledging mistakes when they are made is a critical part of the process of bringing to justice the true criminals and fulfilling the Commonwealth’s obligations to the victims of the crime.  We have reviewed the evidence in this case and we are convinced that Mr. Fowlkes is innocent and should be freed.
The Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project (“Innocence Project”) also conducted a thorough review of this case, and concluded that the use of demonstrably false, incentivized testimony resulted in an unjust conviction.  The use of incentivised testimony is one of the leading causes of wrongful convictions.  Four individuals who, like Mr. Fowlkes, were wrongly convicted of crimes that they did not commit on the basis of false, incentivized testimony, have written to you as well, urging you to grant Mr. Fowlkes relief.  These four individuals explain that, “[i]n each of our cases, a courageous Governor, judge, or prosecutor made the fair and accurate decision that we could no longer be kept in prison for crimes we did not commit.  Because we believe that Mr. Fowlkes – like us – is actually innocent, we respectfully request that you grant his Petition for an Absolute Pardon.”     
I believe that clemency is a critical feature of the criminal justice system.  Your personal intervention in this case is necessary in order to demonstrate that the criminal justice system in Virginia is capable of just and moral application.  I hope that you will use the power of your office to redress the tremendous wrong that has occurred in this case, and allow Mr. Fowlkes to live what remains of his life as a free man.  
Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
